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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH 

COMMITTEE. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  Widnes  for  1948,  which  is  compiled  in  part  from  the 
records  of  my  predecessor,  the  late  Dr.  A.  Jones. 

With  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946, 
on  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  responsibility  for  the  administration 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services,  the  local  Ambulance 
Service,  the  Home  Help  and  Domestic  Help  Schemes,  and  the 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme,  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
Corporation  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  which  became  the 
I^ocal  Health  Authority  under  the  Act.  These  schemes  are  now 
administered  for  the  Lancashire  County  Council  by  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee  No.  9,  on  which  Widnes  is  represented  and 
whose  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  also  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

t 

On  the  5th  July,  1948,  the  Widnes  Isolation  Hospital  was 
transferred  to  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  became 
incorporated  in  the  St.  Helens  and  District  Group  of  Hospitals. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  Borough  compares 
favourably  with  previous  years. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a  decrease  to  22.8  per  thousand,  com¬ 
pared  with  27.1  per  thousand  in  1947. 

The  death  rate  showed  a  decrease  being  9.9  per  thousand, 
compared  with  12.1  per  thousand  in  1947.  This  compares 
favourably  with  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was 
10.8  for  1948. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  has  shown  a  decrease,  the  rate 
being  60  per  1,000  live  births  for  1948  compared  with  74  in  1947 
and  I  am  also  pleased  to  report  that  for  the  second  year  in 
succession  the  Maternal  Mortality  has  been  nil. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  less  than  during 
the  previous  year — 923  cases  being  notified  compared  with  1,360 
during  1947.  This  was  due  to  a  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
Measles. 

Whooping  Cough,  however,  was  responsible  fpr  224  cases 
compared  with  20  during  the  previous  year. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
during  the  year.  A  testimony  to  the  success  of  the  immunisation 
carried  out  amongst  the  child  population. 
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I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement 
since  my  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  October 
of  last  year,  and  also  to  the  officials  of  the  Corporation  for  their 
assistance  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  in  acres  .  6,178 

Population  at  Census,  1931  .  .  40,619 

„  Estimated  1948  .  47,440 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.,  No.  of  persons  per  acre)  ...  7.6 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931  Census)  .  8,641 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (End  of  1948  according  to 

rate  book)  12,154 

Rateable  Value . £250,445 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate .  £947 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Number  of  Birth:  Males  553,  Females  528  .  1,086 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  .  22.8 

Number  of  Deaths :  Males  263,  Females  210  .  473 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  .  9.9 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  .  613 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of  one  year)  66 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  . *  ...  60 

Deaths  from  Influenza  .  — 

Death-rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  Population  — 

Death-rate  from  Cancer  .  ;..  1.66 

Death-rate  from  Phthisis  .  0.46 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  .  — 


Number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of  child  birth — 

From  Sepsis  .  — 

Other  Causes .  — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  3 

„  „  «  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  7 

Percentage  of  total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public 

Institutions .  :..  39.5 


ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION— 


The 

population  returns  since  1861  are 

given  below  :  — 

Year 

Population  Inhabited  houses  Average  per  house 

1861 

6,893 

1,150 

5.99 

1871 

14,359 

2,519 

5.66 

1881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.0 

1891 

30,011 

5,121 

5.86 

1901 

28,580 

5,350 

5.34 

1911 

31,544 

6,102 

5.16 

1921 

38,879 

7,437 

5.22 

1931 

40,619 

8,534 

4.63 

The  Registrar-General!s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the 

year  1948  was  47,440.  This  is,  therefore,  an  increase  of  1,330  over 

the  estimated  population  for  1947. 

BIRTHS— 

Total  Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

.  1,039  532 

.  47  26 

507  1  Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  22.8 

21  / 

Birth-rate 

for  England  and  Wales 

. 17.9 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS— 

The  percentage  of  births,  which  were 

illegitimate,  during 

each  of  the  past  14  years  is  as  follows  :  — 

1935 

.  2.9  per  cent. 

1942  . 

5.2  per  cent. 

1936 

.  2.5  per  cent. 

1943  . 

6.0  per  cent. 

1937 

.  3.1  per  cent. 

1944  . 

5.6  per  cent. 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 


2.4  per  cent. 
2.4  per  cent. 
4.7  per  cent. 
4.1  ner  cent. 


1945  .  9.8  per  cent. 

1946  .  7.0  per  cent. 

1947  .  4.7  per  cent. 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT* DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1948— 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


t 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fevers  . 

Poliomylitis  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza . 

Encephalitis  . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Other  Tuberculosis  diseases 

Syphilis  .  *. . 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

Diabetes  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  Disease . 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

jBronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  2  yr. 

Appendicitis  . 

Other  digestive  diseases  ,.. 
Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Puerperal  causes 
Congenital  Debility,  Prema¬ 
ture  Birth,  Malforma¬ 
tions,  etc . 

Suicide  . 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

Other  violence  . 

All  other  causes  . 


— 

• 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

21 

_ 

_ 

— 

7 

9 

5 

_ 

4 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

79 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

6 

39 

33 

28 

13 

15 

31 

1 

— 

— 

1  — 

4 

27 

98 

11 

2 

— 

— 

1  — 

2 

2 

4 

21 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

8 

12 

23 

10 

— 

2 

1  — 

— 

4 

6 

8 

2 

1 

5 

2 

» 

1 

1 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

2 

5 

8 

1 

2 

4 

1 

35  35  _______ 

6  —  —  —  —  —  3  2  1 

6—11—1111 
6  —  —  1  3  1  —  1 

64  6  —  —  1  1  3  10  43 


...  473  66  3  4  5  13  34  122  226 


TOTALS 


I 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  deaths  of  persons 
belonging  to  Widnes,  which  occurred  in  institutions  during  the 


year  1948:- 

Widnes  Accident  Hospital  .  1 

,,  Isolation  Hospital  . .  — 

„  Maternity  Home  (Infants — 3) .  3 

Liverpool  Northern  Hospital  .  2 

„  Children’s  Infirmary  (Infants  2)  ...  2 

,,  Royal  Infirmary  .  2 

„  Southern  Hospital  .  5 

„  Public  Assistance  Hospitals .  — 


„  Maternity  Hospital  .  — 

„  Babies  Hospital .  ...  — 

Cancer  Hospital  .  — 

„  Women’s  Hospital  .  — 

„  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital .  — 

County  Mental  .  3 

„  Sanatoria  .  9 

Warrington  Infirmary  .  — 

Other  Hospitals  .  4 

Whiston  County  Hospital  (Infants  25) .  128 

„  Institution .  33 

Total  .  192 


The  following  table 
Borough  :  — 

summarises  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 

Per  1,000  of  Population. 
Death  Rate 
from 

Per  1,000  Births 

Death 

Rate  Maternal  Rate  of 

Birth 

Death 

Tuberculosis 

from  Mortality  Deaths 

Rate 

Rate 

of  Respiratory 
System 

Cancer  Rate  under 

1  year 

Mean  of  5  years — 

1943-1947 

23.9 

12.0 

0.6G 

1.76 

1.45 

70 

Year — 

1948 

22.8 

9.9 

0.46 

1.66 

_ 

60 

1947 

27.1 

12.1 

0.71 

1.75 

— 

74 

Increase  or  Decrease 
1948  on  Five  Years’ 

in 

Average 

—1.1 

—2.1 

—0.20 

—0.10 

—1.45 

—10 

1943-1947 
Previous  year 

—4.3 

—2.2  • 

—0.25 

—0.09 

—14 

t 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  during  1948  are  recorded 
in  the  following  table  : — 


CAUSE 


OP 


DEATH 


M 

CD 

S-l 

Ol 

* 

W 

in 

w 

T5 

M 

M 

M 

3 

in 

M 

rH 

CD 

CD 

o 

o 

<v 

3 

J-l 

<1> 

£ 

£ 

£ 

oj 

o 

CD 

CD 

A 

£ 

<N 

(M 

1 

£ 

D 

rH 

CO 

H 

Tt< 

CO 

A 

T3 

3 

-p 

3 

O 

CO 

,3 

CO 

A 

CO 

A 

-p 

_ 

A  * 

■p  £ 
cfl  r* 

c3 

-P 

■p 

3 

CO 

CO 

3 

3 

O 

O 

O 

O 

2 

PC 

0) 

0) 

S-l 

<1) 

2 

2 

H  £ 

«a 

£ 

v 

3 

CO 

OS 

<N 

rH 

| 

"  A 
o  3 

3 

CO 

CO 

H  3 

Whooping  Cough  . —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  1  2 

Gastro  Enteritis  . —  —  —  —  —  2  3  1  1  7 

Pneumonia  .  1  —  —  —  1  5  3  1  —  10 

Other  Congenital  Causes  11  —  —  2  13  8  —  1  —  22 

Digestive  Diseases  . —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Meningitis  ...  . —  —  —  —  —  —  1  —  1  2 

Premature  Births  . 11  1  —  113  —  —  —  —  13 

Bronchitis . —  —  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  1 

Circulatory  failure . —  —  1  —  1  —  —  2  —  3 

T.B.  (Non.  pul.)  . ______  i  _  i  2 

Other  Causes  . —  —  —  —  —  2  1  1  —  4 


Totals  ...  .' .  23  1  1  3  28  17  10  7  4  66 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  was  66.  This  represents  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  60  per  1,000  live  births  which,  although  considerably 
higher  than  what  we  are  aiming  for,  compares  favourably  with  a 

rate  of  70  per  1,000  for  the  preceeding  5  year  period. 

» 

The  fall  has,  in  the  main,  resulted  from  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  attributable  to  gastro  enteritis.  In  the  five 
year  period- 1907-1911  deaths  from  this  cause  alone  were  45.6  per 
thousand,  but  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  mortality  rate  from 
this  disease  after  that  period  resulted  from  the  general  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  sanitation  of  the  district.  The  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  during  recent  years  from  gastro  enteritis  has  been  a 
matter  of  concern.  This  disease  almost  invariably  attacks 
artificially  fed,  as  opposed  to  breast  fed  babies  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  the  past  ten  years  there  has  been  a  marked  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  percentage  of  breast  fed  infants.  Although  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  accurate  figures  on  this  subject  there  is  an 
indication  that  the  intensive  campaign  to  persuade  mothers  to 
breast  feed  their  babies  has  been  having  its  effect  and  that  during 
1948  an  increased  percentage  of  mothers  were  using  this  method 
of  feeding.  This  might  well  have  been  an  important  factor  in 
causing  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  gastro 
enteritis  during  the  present  year. 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  will  be  observed  to  be  due  to 
congenital  causes  and  prematurity.  These  are  due  to  influences 
which  act  before  the  birth  of  the  child  and  almost  invariably 
cause  death  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  life.  Together  they  are 
responsible  for  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  recorded.  It 
will  be  further  noted  that  deaths  from  congenital  causes  number 
22  which  is  the  same  figure  as  for  1947.  It  is  a  general  finding 
throughout  the  country  that  deaths  due  to  those  causes  are  less 
amenable  to  the  influences  which  have  led  to  a  reduction  in 
the  death  rate  as  a  whole.  There  has,  however,  been  an 
appreciable  reduction  in  deaths  attributable  to  prematurity. 
As  prematurity  is  due  to  conditions  which  occur 
before  the  birth  of  a  child,  with  a  view  to  their 
prevention  extra  ante  natal  sessions  were  instituted 
during  1946.  In  1946  deaths  due  to  prematurity  numbered  25,  in 
1947  they  numbered  22,  and  in  1948  they  numbered  13.  Although 
it  may  be  early  to  draw  definite  conclusions  there  appears  to  be 
sufficient  ground  for  the  belief  that  the  gradual  fall  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  due  to  prematurity  have  been  the  result  of  the 
increased  ante  natal  supervision  afforded  by  the  institution  of 
extra  ante  natal  clinic  sessions. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  has  shown  a  slight  fall  from  4.7 
in  1947  to  4.5  on  the  present  year. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

It  is  most  pleasing  to  note  that  for  the  second  year  in 
succession  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  has  been  nil. 

HOME  HELPS  AND  DOMESTIC  HELPS  : 

The  Plome  Help  Scheme  has  been  in  operation  in  Widnes 
since  January,  1946  to  provide  domestic  assistance  in  cases  of 
confinement  and  has  been  available  to  all  who  make  application, 
irrespective  of  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  applicant.  Five 
home  helps  were  on  the  register  during  the  first  half  of  1948, 
and,  during  this  period,  all  applications  for  assistance,  numbering 
35,  were  met. 

The  Domestic  Help  Scheme  has  also  been  in  operation  since 
February  1945,  and  domestic  assistance  in  the  homes  of  people 
who  are  sick  or  infirm,  has  been  provided.  During  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year  53  cases  received  assistance  from  26 
helps  who  were  on  the  register  and  whose  services  were  available 
in  a  full  time  or  part  time  capacity. 

On  the  5th  July,  1948,  with  the  inception  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  these  schemes  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  who  now  administer  them 
through  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  No.  9.  f 

It  was  thus  possible  on  the  appointed  day  for  the  Corporation 
to  hand  over  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council  a  scheme  for  both 
home  and  domestic  helps  which  was  already  in  full  operation. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES— 

Bacteriological  Examinations — 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1947  was:  — 

Diphtheria .  51  Vincents  Angina  .  1 

Dysentery  .  1  General  .  1 

The  number  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out 
in  1947  was  170.  , 

HOSPITALS— 

(a)  The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  first  six  months  of  1948  was  51  compared 
with  117  for  the  whole  of  1947.  This  figure  was  made  up  of  43 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria,  and  four 
cases,  being  3  Scarlet  Fever  and  1  suspected  Diphtheria,  admitted 
from  the  Whiston  Rural  District. 

Ob)  A  summary  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  Accident 
Hospital  during  the  first  half  of  1948  was:- 

Admissions  .  70 

Outpatients  (including  re-visits)  .  8,666 

Operations  .  81 

X-Ray  Examinations  .  730 

Deaths  .  — 

The  cases  treated  for  the  whole  of  1947  were:  Admissions 
105,  outpatients  (including  re-visits)  15,427,  and  operations  111. 

MATERNITY  HOME — 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Home  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year  was  99  as  compared  with  319  for  the  full 
year  of  1947. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES— 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  Local  Authority  con¬ 
tinued  to  provide  four  ambulances:  one  for  the  removal  of 
infectious  disease  cases,  two  for  removal  of  patients  to  hospitals 
within  or  outside  the  Borough,  and  one  for  emergency  use. 

During  this  period  1,545  patients  were  conveyed  by 
ambulance.  This  figure  includes  the  conveyance  of  a  large 
number  of  out  patients  who  were  unable  to  walk  or  travel  by  bus 
to  the  various  Liverpool  Hospitals,  the  Whiston  County  Hospital, 
and  the  Widnes  Accident  Hospital.  It  also  includes  38  cases 
conveyed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  total  mileage  during  the 
half  year  was  13,826  miles  as  compared  with  26,285  for  the  full 
year  of  1947.  On  the  5th  July,  1949,  the  ambulance  service  passed 
to  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  is  now  administered  by 
Divisional  Health  Committee  No.  9'. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


The  Child  Welfare,  School  Clinics,  and  Ante  Natal  Clinics 
were  administered  by  the  Corporation  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year. 

The  record  of  home  visits  paid  by  the  health  visitors  during 
this  period  was:- 

to  Expectant  Mothers:  First  Visits  144  Total  Visits  282 
Infants  under  1:  „  „  569  ,,  „  2,663 

Children  1-5:  „  „  —  „  „  2,168 

As  previously  stated  these  services  have  been  administered, 
since  the  5th  July,  1948,  by  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  No.  9. 


TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY— Chapel  Street— 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  was  administered  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  until  the  5th  July,  1948,  but  there¬ 
after  became  vested  in  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
(i)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR— 


DISEASE 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  ... 

99 

90 

— 

Para-typhoid 

...  • .  . 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery  . 

• .  •  •  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

...  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Malaria  . 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . 

...  ... 

22 

5 

23 

Erysipelas  . 

7 

2 

(all  forms) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

•  .  .  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Measles 

...  ... 

483 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

...  ... 

224 

1 

3 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

... 

2 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis — 

M  . 

26 

8 

(a)  Pulmonary 

p  . 

30 

_ 

13 

J 

Total . . . 

56 

— 

21 

M  . 

10 

— 

1 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

F  . 

12 

— 

3 

Total . . . 

22 

4 

4 
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(li)  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS — 


DISEASE 


CASES  NOTIFIED 


in 

cd  in 
in  cd 

g3  bo 


Q  <3 


cd  2 
4-3  cd 

p  ^ 

H  o3 


Years 


<D 

CM 

CO 

O 

o 

o 

o 

S 

4-> 

-t-> 

P 

T— 1 

CM 

OO 

ip 

o 

in 

m 

m 

u 

CD 

> 

O 

rH 

CM 

CO 

CD 

rH 

o 

0 

O 

O 

O 

o 

4-> 

+-> 

4-3 

c3 

o 

m 

o 

m 

uo 

m 

m 

rH 

rH 

CM 

CO 

CO 

Diphtheria  . 
Scarlet 


Fever 

99 

1 

3 

8 

11 

12 

44 

16 

3  1  —  —  — 

Measles 

483 

28 

71 

85 

93 

85 

116 

4 

1  _  _  _  — 

Whooping 

Cough 

224 

29 

38 

37 

44  ' 

26 

46 

3 

_  x  _ _ 

Cerebro-Spinal 


Fever  2  —  —  —  —  1  —  —  1  —  —  —  — 

Para-typhoid  1  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Pneumonia  .22  1  —  3  —  14212233 

Erysipelas  .  7  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  2  5  — 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  1  1  —  —  —  —  —  ,  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  3  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  1  2  —  —  — 

Acute  Polio¬ 


encephalitis  1  —  —  —  1  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis  2  —  1  —  —  —  1  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

M.  26  —  —  —  —  1  2  —  6  8  3  5  1 

F.  30  —  —  1  —  —  —  2  6  16  3  2  — 

Non-Pulmonary 

T.B.  M.  10  1  '  2  —  —  1  2  2  —  1  1  —  — 

F.  12  1  —  —  —  1  5  2  1  1  1  —  — 


Totals  ...  923  63  115  134  149  128  220  31  20  32  12  15  4 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.—; 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during 
1948.  This  case  was  treated  at  home  and  vision  was  unimpaired. 

SCARLET  FEVER— 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the 
preceding  five  years  was  ••  1943 — 463;  1944 — 241;  1945 — 289;  1946 — 
240;  1947 — 88.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during 
the  year. 
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DIPHTHERIA — 

The  following  Table  gives  the  incidence  of  this  disease 
during  the  past  10  years  : — 


Year 

No.  Of 
Oases 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Year 

No.  Of 

Cases 

NO.  Of 
Deaths 

1939 

180 

3 

1944 

23 

0 

1940 

200 

6 

1945 

14 

0 

1941 

160 

9 

1946 

19 

0 

1942 

95 

4 

1947 

4 

— 

1943 

* 

30 

2 

1948 

— 

— 

None  of 

the  fatal  cases 

recorded  in  the 

above 

Table  had 

been  immunised. 

The  immunisation  campaign  was  begun  in  1941  and  the 
table  reflects  the  striking  effect  of  this  valuable  preventative 
measure  on  both  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from  the  disease. 
F6r  the  last  five  years  there  has  been  no  death  from  diphtheria 
in  the  Borough,  and  in  the  year  under  consideration  no  case 
of  diphtheria  occurred. 


TUBERCULOSIS.  The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and 
of  all  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1947  will  be  found  in  the 
following  table  : — 


I 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

• 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

Years 

0-1 

— 

— • 

1 

1 

— 

—  1 

1 

1-5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

5-10 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

—  — 

■ — 

10-15 

— 

2 

2 

3 

— 

—  — 

— 

15-20 

6 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1  •  — 

— 

20-25 

4 

10 

1 

— 

2 

4  —  . 

— 

25-35 

4 

6 

— 

1 

3 

5  — 

1 

35-45 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1  — 

t,  — 

45-55 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2  — 

— 

55-65 

3 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

-  - 

1 

65  -  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

26 

30 

10 

12 

8 

13  1 

3 

Totals 

56 

22 

21 

4 

12 


* 


The  following  Table  gives  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 

during  the  past  20  years:  — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Tuberculosis 


Annual 

Average 

Case  rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

Case  rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

1928/1932  ... 

1.37 

.93 

.94 

.21 

1933/1937  ... 

.96 

.65 

.77 

.19 

1938/1942  ... 

.82 

.63 

.52 

.12 

1943/1947  ... 

1.03 

.66 

.46 

.09 

1948  ... 

1.17 

.44 

.49 

.08 

The  incidence  of  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis  in  the 
Borough  had  been  steadily  falling  until  1941  when  a  sudden  in¬ 
crease  was  experienced.  This  rise  took  place  throughout  the 
whole  country  and  is  attributable  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
of  life  occasioned  by  the  late  war.  Amongst  these,  overcrowding 
and  insanitary  conditions  play  an  important  part  and  no  marked 
reduction  can  be  expected  until  these  are  abated.  During  1948, 
however,  no  appreciable  change  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
was  noted  over;  the  previous  year’s  figures,  whereas  the  death 
rate  fell  from  33  in  1947  to  21  in  1948.  In  the  case  of  tuberculosis, 
unlike  the  acute  infectious  diseases,  the  presence  of  the  disease 
may  only  become  evident  at  considerable  periods  after  infection 
and  thus  the  number  of  cases  discovered  cannot  be  taken  as  an 
exact  index  of  the  mortality  of  the  disease.  With  this  in  mind 
it  would  appear  from  our  figures  for  1948  that  the  increasing 
incidence  has  reached  its  peak  and  may  now  be  expected  to  begin 
to  fall. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLY— 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained  by  pumping 
from  deep  wells  in  red  sandstone  formations.  Sixteen  samples 
were  analysed  by  the  Bacteriologist  and  four  by  the  Public 
Analyist  of  the  City  of  Liverpool  and  were  found  to  be  highly 
satisfactory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION— 

There  are  97  privy  middens,  but  they  are  situated  in  the 
rural  parts  of  the  Borough  and  cannot  be  converted  owing  to  the 
absence  of  adequate  sewers.  There  are  only  three  waste  water 
closets  in  existence  and  it  is  calculated  that  12,054  houses  are 
provided  with  fresh  water  closets. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL— 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highways  Com¬ 
mittee,  for  which  purpose  covered  vehicles  are  used.  There  are 
38  dry  ashpits  and  97  ashpits  attached  to  privies.  The  remaining 
houses  in  the  Borough  being  provided  with  portable  bins. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT— 

A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  is  as 
follows:  — 


Defects  or  Nuisances  :  No.  Discovered 

No.  Abated  ... 

No.  of  Notices  served  :  Informal 

Satutory 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken . 

No.  of  Premises  visited . 


3,015 

2,515 

1,781 

279 

5 

5,760 


Premises  kept  under  observation 

Number  of 

Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Factories,  sanitary  accommodation 

138 

172 

Bakehouses  . 

18 

209 

Slaughterhouses  . 

— 

— 

Milkshops  . 

62 

263 

Food  Premises . 

137 

416 

Ice  Cream  Premises . 

4 

13 

46 

Cowsheds  . 

21 

63 

Common  Lodginghouses  . 

5 

153 

Tents  and  Caravans . 

8 

39 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of 

Infectious  diseases  have  occurred 

176 

l 

176 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  after 

cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

150 

— 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT — 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  continue  the  reduction  of 
atmospheric  pollution,  due  to  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from 
factories  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year  167  recorded  observa¬ 
tions  were  made.  On  46  occasions  (27.6  per  cent.)  the  emissions 
were  excessive.  This  shows  an  improvement  on  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  1947  when  153  observations  were  made  and  in  58 
instances  (38  per  cent.)  the  emissions  were  excessive. 

Several  complaints  of  grit,  dust,  and  smoke  emissions  were 
remedied  following  the  Smoke  Inspector’s  interview  with  the 
management  concerned. 

A  course  in  Boiler  House  Practice  was  held  at  the  Technical 
College  during  the  year  and  during  the  course  a  visit  was  paid 
to  the  West  Bank  Power  Station  of  Imperial  Chemical  Industries 
Ltd.  whose  engineers  conducted  the  class  over  the  plant  and 
explained  its  workings,  and  their  methods  to  prevent  the  emission 
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of  smoke  and  grit.  At  the  end  of  the  course  an  examination  was 
held  and  nine  students  were  successful  and  will  each  be  awarded 
a  certificate.  This  is  encouraging  and  a  further  course  will  be 
started  in  the  next  Evening  Class  Session.  Much  of  our  smoke 
can  be  reduced  by  good  stoking  and  men  who  have  a  technical 
knowledge  of  their  work  will  not  only  prevent  excessive  smoke 
being  emitted  but  will  save  fuel  for  their  employers. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS- 

21  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation  and  15  private 
dwellings  were  treated  during  the  year  because  of  verminous 
infestation. 

In  addition  householders  have  been  encouraged  to  carry 
out  disinfestation  and  were  fully  supplied  with  suitable  spraying 
insecticides,  sulphur  candles  and  Gammexane,  the  operations 
having  good  results. 

RODENT  CONTROL— 

Three  whole-time  rodent  operatives  are  employed  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  carry  out  the  work  to  the  formula  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  A  summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  period  is  appended. 


Number  Bait  Poison  Estimated  Bodies  found 
Premises  treated  applied  Bait  Destruction  Rats  Mice 


(lbs.) 

applied 

(libs). 

Rats 

Mice 

Public  Sewers 

» 

Manholes 

2,305 

1,094 

176 

1,236 

— 

66 

— 

Dwellinghouses 

162 

80 

63 

353 

851 

85 

210 

Other  Premises 

45 

515 

162 

1,073 

671 

161 

172 

Council  Tips 

4 

194 

96 

1,763 

— 

184 

— 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  MILK  SUPPLY— 

The  number  of  dairymen,  other  than  cow-keepers,  on  the 
register  is  33.  One  dealer’s  licence  for  the  bottling  of  T.T.  milk, 
one  for  the  distribution  of  T.T.  milk  and  three  for  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  issued.  There  are  22  dairy  farms 
in  the  Borough.  Mr.  P.  T.  Lindsay,  veterinary  officer  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  carried  out  the  inspection  of  the  cows. 

Ninety-seven  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to 
the  Liverpool  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination.  Three  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  under  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  while 
one,  when  applied  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  was  reported  to  be 
insufficiently  heat  treated.  In  each  of  the  four  samples  con¬ 
cerned,  three  of  which  came  from  an  outside  pasteurising  plant, 
the  causes  were  mainly  due  to  technical  faults.  Three  samples 
of  milk  examined  for  tubercle  bacillus  were  found  to  be  negative. 


15 


(b)  ICE  CREAM — * 

In  accordance  with  Departmental  procedure  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  Borough  were  closely  investigated. 

Fifty-four  samples  of  the  finished  product,  and  one  of  an 
ingredient,  were  received  from  local  dealers  and  submitted  to  an 
independent  bacteriologist  at  Warrington,  for  examination  under 
(1)  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  as  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health;  and  (2)  for  evidence  of  any  contamination  by  organisms 
of  faecal  coli. 

Under  the  first  test,  the  samples  submitted  were  classified 
as  follows  —  Grade  1 — 23;  Grade  2 — 10;  Grade  3 — 7;  and  Grade 
4 — 8.  In  six  instances,  the  Bacteriologist  was  prevented  from 
giving  grading  results  owing  to  electrical  faults  in  his  laboratory. 

Submission  to  the  second  test  resulted  in  six  samples  being 
found  to  contain  intestinal  organisms  and  were  adjudged  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  The  majority  of  these  came  from  a  small  factory 
where  the  equipment  and  facilities  for  manufacture  were  found 
to  be  ill-suited  for  their  purpose,  and  the  dealer  was  accordingly 
instructed  to  discontinue  production  until  positive  action  had 
been  taken  to  re-model  the  factory  and  provide  standard  equip¬ 
ment  to  ensure  that  all  the  essentials  of  modern  hygienic  food 
production  could  be  properly  observed. 

At  another  small  factory,  from  which  unsatisfactory  samples 
of  ice  cream  had  intermittently  been  received,  the  dealer  wisely 
decided  to  discontinue  the  heat  treatment  method  in  favour  of 
the  cold  mix  in  the  hope  that  a  safer  commodity  would  be 
produced. 

FOOD  PREPARATION— 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  are  responsible  for  the 
inspection  and  supervision  of  food,  paid  416  visits  to  premises 
where  food  is  prepared  for  sale.  In  five  instances,  the  existing 
conditions  did  not  conform  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Act  1938  and  it  was  necessary  to  serve  the  appropriate 
notices.  These  were  promptly  complied  with. 

The  Inspectors  also  systematically  supervise  the  delivery  of 
meat  to  the  butcher’s  s’hops  in  the  Borough  on  regulation  days. 
In  1947  it  was  necessary  to  make  representation  to  the  Liverpool 
Meat  Transport  Organisations  for  an  improved  transport  service. 
Conditions  showed  a  steady  improvement  towards  the  end  of  that 
period,  but  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  record  that  during  1948  there 
was  no  cause  for  complaint  either  by  local  butchers  or  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

A  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  referred  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  late  in  the  year  from  a  local  works  canteen.  The  com¬ 
plaint  was  carefully  investigated,  and  samples  of  mixed  minced 
meat  and  vegetables,  freshly  cooked  minced  meat,  flour  and 
sauce  (bottled)  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Liverpool  City 
Analyst  for  examination.  The  Analyst’s  report  however  stated 
that  none  of  the  samples  contained  pathegenic  organisms. 
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(c)  MEAT— 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  comprised:  Bacon  581b.,  Tongue  251b.,  Sausage  151b. 

(d)  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS— 

Other  foodstuffs  condemned  comprised — Cheese  59ilb., 
Butter  21|lb.,  Margarine  ilb.,  Haddock  li  stone,  Figs  60  lb.,  Wal¬ 
nuts  52  lb.,  Dried  Egg  3^  lb.,  Cereal  192  packets,  Sweets  73  lb., 
Dried  Apple  28  lb.,  Cheese  Trimmings  3i  lb.,  Milk  339  tins,  Fruit 
194  tins,  Vegetables  303  tins,  Fish  108  tins,  Jam  35  tins,  Soup  22 
tins,  Tomatoes  24  tins,  Malted  Food  45  tins,  and  22  tins  of  food 
of  a  miscellaneous  nature. 

The  following  samples  were  examined  by  the  Liverpool  City 


miaiysL:  — 

t 

Milk  (raw) 

.  20 

Beef  Sausage  . 

1 

T.T.  Milk . 

...  ...  2 

Mince  Meat  and 

Fresh  Cooked 

Mince 

Veg . 

1 

Meat  . 

.  1 

Flour  . 

1 

Three  samples  of  raw  milk  were  found  not  to  be  of  legal 
standard,  the  City  Analyst  reporting  deficiency  in  fat.  Two  milk 
dealers  were  involved  and  legal  action  resulted  in  the  Local 
Justices  imposing  a  fine  of  £5  in  each  case. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  Nero  Houses  erected  during  the  year — 

Total .  326 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  —  Permanent 

prefabricated  Houses  92,  Traditional  permanent 
houses  212  304 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons .  22 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  1,857 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  4,524 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  469 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  473 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  .  8 
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4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .  220 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  loithout  Service  of 
Formal  Notice — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
•  authority  or  their  officers  .  1,246 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied .  2,119 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  .  313 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  3 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 


Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1036 — Part  IV — Overcrowding — 

(a)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  308 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year .  304 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  ocncerned  in  such  cases  1,216 
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